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The 2026 New Mexico Legislative Session is under way and will last for 30 days. I am your lobbyist for NMUCA and I appreciate input from members. If you see something that I should be aware of, please let me know. Each week, I’ll send you a briefing of the legislative proceedings and updates on how legislation is moving, or not, through the legislature.

Here are the dates you need to know: 
January 20 Opening Day (noon) 
February 4 Deadline for introduction 
February 19 Session ends (noon) 
March 11 Legislation not acted upon by governor is pocket vetoed 
May 20 Effective date of legislation not a general appropriation bill or a bill carrying an emergency clause or other specified date 

CLICK HERE to view the NMUCA Bill Locator*
*Please note that, for some odd reason of which I cannot identify, bills are being randomly added to the NMUCA locator that we have no interest in. I update the locator daily and make corrections to this digital intrusion. 
(Tracked bills do not indicate opposition or support. Some bills are added for future analysis and maybe deleted if not germane to our industry or business interests.)

 NMUCA also has two issues outside of the legislature. Albuquerque Public Schools is considering using Public Labor Agreements for future projects, and the City of Albuquerque is in the process of updating its Fugitive Dust Control Ordinance. 

Concerns over the use of PLAs at APS: 
· With less than ten percent of construction contractors in NM being unionized, requiring the use of PLAs does not reflect a community voice excluding the majority of locally established firms that employ thousand of New Mexicans. 

· The assertion by APS of “educational equity” is undermined when local construction workers, many of whom still live in the neighborhoods where they grew up and attended school, are effectively barred from working on public projects at the very institutions where they received their K–12 education. Excluding these workers does not promote equity; it denies them opportunity. “Shared economic benefit” and “inclusive contracting” asserted by APS in the proposal is also compromised. 

Concerns over the changes to the Fugitive Dust Control Ordinance: 
· Requirement of reading and understanding the ordinances for the entire company rather than just those on or involved in the project. 
· We requested that a provision allows a designated permittee representative to be responsible for educating jobsite personnel. 
· Requirment of certification for the fugitive dust control course every year. 
· Required time for approval and gap if approval has not been granted by the city/county. 
· We request a provision that would allow for the installation or placement of perishable material under controlled conditions during a high wind event where the ordinance would shut down operations unilaterally. 


HB 3 DOT Act of 2026
Tuesday, January 27, 2026  -  9:00 AM  -  Room 309
Synopsis of House Bill 3 House Bill 3 (HB3) includes FY27 operating budget appropriations for the Department of Transportation (NMDOT) based on the Legislative Finance Committee’s FY26 budget recommendation. It includes performance measures and targets. HB3 appropriates $1.272 billion, including $682.3 million from state funds and $590 million from federal funding sources, to support the operational activities of NMDOT in FY27.
Concerns have been raised regarding unused money to fund recurring expenses. 
 
 HB 63 NMFA Water Project Fund Projects 
Scheduled for House Agriculture, Acequias And Water Resources on 1/27/2026
Relating to finance; authorizing the New Mexico finance authority to make loans or grants from the water project fund for certain water projects Funding Water project throughout the state of New Mexico. 

HB 64  Public Project Revolving Fund Appropriations
Current Location: (Not scheduled) House Rural Development, Land Grants And Cultural Affairs
Making appropriations from the public project revolving fund to the drinking water state revolving loan fund, local government planning fund and cultural affairs facilities infrastructure fund.
Six million two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($6,250,000) to the drinking water state revolving loan fund for expenditure in fiscal year 2027, two million dollars ($2,000,000) to the local government planning fund for expenditure in fiscal year 2027, five million dollars ($5,000,000) to the cultural affairs facilities infrastructure fund for expenditure in fiscal year 2027.
HB 109  Water Project Fund Changes
Current location (not scheduled) House Rules and Order of Business Committee 
Relating to finance; providing criteria for prioritizing water projects pursuant to the water project finance act; allowing the new Mexico finance authority to fund water projects from the water project fund without receiving the approval of the legislature until December 31, 2028; requiring a two-thirds majority of both houses of the legislature to extend this date.

SB2 State Highway Projects Bonds 
Passed Senate Finance 
Passed Senate
Current Location: House Intro 
 Synopsis of Senate Bill 2 Senate Bill 2 (SB2) authorizes the Transportation Commission to issue up to $1.5 billion in additional bond debt, backed by payments to the state road fund or highway infrastructure fund, including from federal revenue sources. The bill maintains the current total limit on outstanding principal amount of $1.124 billion, while limiting annual issuances to $290 million and prohibiting the commission from using proceeds of the bonds to refinance current debt owed by the department. Bond proceeds would be repaid from the state road fund or from federal revenues. 
The bill includes additional revenue to the state road fund, including a 35 percent increase to the weight-distance tax, a 25 percent increase to vehicle registration fees, and a new fee for electric and plug-in hybrid vehicles. These taxes and fees would provide the department with an estimated $69.9 million in FY27, rising to $76.4 million by FY30. 
The bill would require the Department of Transportation submit a list of projects to be financed by bonds authorized by the bill to the Legislature and the Department of Finance and Administration as part of the agency’s annual budget request, including a detailed justification for projects selected for funding.
 
SB 73 – Driver’s Ed Requirements 
Relating to driver education; requiring driver education courses and schools to include at least three hours of education and training on driving with vulnerable road users.
I have included this bill on our locator because I reached out to the sponsors about adding “construction worker” to the definition of “vulnerable road users.” I included stats on construction zone accidents, injuries, and deaths on construction sites located on roads and highways. The sponsor noted that construction worker is considered a “vulnerable road user” when outside of the vehicle and also offered to work on a bill for the 2027 Session on construction worker protections while on the jobsite. I’ll keep you updated. 

SB 77 Apprentice & Training Program Contributions – OPPOSE!! (as we have for 5 years) 
Eliminating the exclusion for street, highway, bridge, road, utility or maintenance contracts  
 

Legislation of interest: 
There are several bills expected this session that would help address the issue of dormant capital outlay funds. Once funds are allocated for a specific project, they cannot be redirected or transferred for other uses. This becomes problematic when a project does not receive full funding or is waiting on matching funds, often resulting in allocated dollars sitting unused—sometimes for years. We have been discussing potential solutions to this issue for several years, and there may finally be some relief on the way. Proposed changes could allow these funds to be made accessible for current needs or include an expiration date to recapture unused project funds. I will keep you updated as this develops. 
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